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UUCDC Mission 
Covenant Statement 

  As members of a 
welcoming, religiously 
liberal community, we 
care deeply about each 
other, our children, our 

neighbors and our 
Earth.   Together, we 
provide a haven for 
nourishing the spirit 
and mind, while we 
strive to build a just 

and sustainable world. 
We covenant to respect 
our differences, and to 
commit our time, our 

treasures  and 
ourselves to this 

mission. 

145 W. Rose Tree Road 
Media, PA 19063 
(610) 566-4853 
www.uucdc.org 

 
E-mail: 

churchoffice@uucdc.org 
 

Sunday Services,  
Nursery Care &  
Church School  
(PreSchool - 8th) 

10:30 a.m. Sept.-June 
 

 
 

June 6, 10:30 a.m.:  Rev. Peter. 

June 13, 10:30 a.m.:  Multigenerational Worship:  The 
Snake Alley Band and our Summer Kick-off Cookout -- Rev. 
Peter and Irene Friedrichs. 

June 20, 10 a.m.:  Father’s Day -- Rev. Peter and the 
UUCDC Men’s Group*. 

June 27, 10 a.m.:  Valerie Brown*. 

 *Summer services begin at 10 a.m. starting June 20 and 
continuing through Sept. 5.  For a complete description of 
summer speakers and their topics, please see the Summer 
Services flyer included in this issue of the FOCUS. 

Sunday Services in June 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Delaware County             
FOCUS  

From the Minister 

June 2010 

  For Unitarian Universalists, June has traditionally marked the end of the 
“church year.”  UUCDC has followed this pattern and summer has been a 
time of retreat and renewal for both its members and its staff.  After a trip 
to Minneapolis for General Assembly, Irene and I will return to Swarth-
more for a bit and then we’ll be “retreating” to our favorite spot on the 
shores of Parker Pond in Maine for the latter part of July.  
  Looking back on the past year, I recall that I intended to engage, indi-
vidually, and with you as a community, the dual spiritual practices of com-
passion and joy.  In October, many members of the church joined me in 
the launch of the Charter for Compassion, a world-wide declaration that 
the “Golden Rule” stands at the heart of all the world’s religions.  Compas-
sion – treating others as we wish to be treated – calls us to remove our-
selves from the center of our lives and to respond to the needs of others. 
   The world is so full of need that it often seems that there is not enough 
compassion to go around.  Our deep well sometimes feels depleted, and 
our “drop in the bucket” feeling can lead to discouragement and frustra-
tion.  That’s why compassion must be partnered with joy.  Without joy, 
compassion can easily become drudgery.  The challenge is to confront the 
hard realities of life with grace and gratitude, with a full and loving heart 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Marge Caton, 
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Katie Klem, Danielle 
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Peter Cooke,  
  President 
Marylin Huff,  
  Vice President 
Bette Austin 
Bonnie Burns 
Tabby Parsons 
Jane Seelaus 
Carol Seeley 
Jean Wallace 
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that says “yes” in the face of so many “no’s.” 
   As a community, we have exercised great compassion and we have much 
to be joyful about.  This year we have welcomed more than 150 first-time 
visitors to our church and we have gladly accepted many into member-
ship.  We have served our larger community through the Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network, the Hunger Task Force, the Media Food Bank, the NAACP 
Scholarship Fund, and many more local organizations through our “Share 
the Plate” program.   
  Our Lifespan Faith Development and Small Group Ministry programs 
have offered children, youth and adults opportunities to deepen their faith 
and strengthen the bonds of relationship.  Through our worship experi-
ences we have been challenged and transformed by words, music and si-
lence, and by the simple act of sitting in community with each other.   
  Looking ahead, we see the challenge of change and the excitement of op-
portunity looming.  In the coming months we will engage more actively in 
conversations about growth, mission and adding a second worship service 
on Sunday mornings.  Out of the strategic planning process, a new vision 
of our future will emerge and we will more intentionally chart the course 
ahead.  We will also seek to get our financial house back in balance, as the 
Stewardship Ministry Team develops a plan to fund the programs we 
value, while facing the financial constraints that a fragile economy pre-
sents.  In the year ahead I am optimistic that we will continue to make the 
Ministry Team concept functional and meaningful,  providing our mem-
bers with opportunities to pursue their passions for the betterment of our 
congregation and community, and for their own spiritual growth. 
  It is somewhat risky to “name names” when congratulating a congrega-
tion for a successful year.  Our community is full of individuals who have 
committed substantial time, talent, energy and enthusiasm to our 
faith.  However, I feel compelled to offer up a heart-felt prayer of gratitude 
for the gifts of leadership that Mark Bernstein and Joe Miller have given 
to the church for the past two years, as President of the Board and Lay 
Leadership Council Chair, respectively.  
  During a time of significant transition in how our church operates, Mark 
and Joe have served us all with deep commitment, good humor, and 
healthy doses of both compassion and joy. 
  I have often said that ours is not a “Sunday morning faith,” and now I say 
to you it is not a “seasonal faith” either.  As you enjoy the slower, summer 
months, remember that our church community is here for you, and we 
invite you to be here for it.  We have a great offering of summer worship 
services, and many of our programs will be continuing through June, July 
and August to serve the needs of our members and the wider community. 

  May your days ahead be filled with both compassion and joy. 
  

Love, 

Peter 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

From the Minister 
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Board Perspectives: Your Church needs YOU! 

Peter Cooke, President 

Heads Up for Inside FOCUS Articles 
 

BBQ/Potluck June 13, page 5. 
 
New Trustees Elected at Congregational Meeting, Page 7. 

New Members Tell Us About Themselves, page 11. 

Summer “Spiritual Cinema Series,” back page. 

  Writing this article is my first formal activity as the 
incoming president of the Board of Trustees. I recog-
nize that I have a tough act to follow.  I want to start 
by reiterating my thanks to the retiring Board mem-
bers Mark Bernstein, Donna Harris, Julie Chuplis, 
and Mike Mitchell for all their hard work in recent 
years, in particular their leadership in the efforts to 
revamp the “management structure” of the church 
under the Policy Governance model.   
  I also want to welcome the new Board composed of 
the returning cast members, Marylin Huff, Jean 
Wallace, Jane Seelaus, and Rev. Peter, supple-
mented by the “freshmen,” Bonnie Burns, Tabby 
Parsons, Carol Seeley and Bette Austin. 
  Over the summer we will have a Board retreat to 
get to know each other better and to set our objec-
tives and priorities for the year.  Before we even get 
to that we already know we have some pretty major 
projects to address this year.  You will hear more 
about some of these from the various project teams 
leading these efforts.  However, to be successful, 
they all will need one key ingredient  -- YOU! 
    For example, one of the most challenging and ex-
citing of these initiatives is the Strategic Plan project 
that recently started with the “forming” stage of the 
project cycle.  (The storming and norming will come 
later.)  The team is being coordinated by Jody 
Malloy, with the support of a very strong, experi-
enced and enthusiastic group of volunteers.   
  This project will develop a plan that defines what 

we want our church to look like within a five-year 
horizon and will provide  a road map of how we 
will get there.  This is where YOU come in.  To be 
truly effective, the Strategic Plan team is going to 
need all of us to participate actively in providing 
input to developing the content of, and providing 
feedback on, the components of the plan as they 
evolve, so that the outcome will be our plan for the 
future of our church. 
  On a lighter note, in my high school class there 
were five Peters. To avoid confusion, we quickly 
established a set of names that clarified who was 
who, specifically, Peter, Pete, Piggy, Porky and 
Cookie.  No prizes for guessing which was mine, 
although over time I could have used all of 
them.  While Rev. Peter (aka Peter F.) and I (Peter 
C.) have managed to differentiate ourselves in 
meetings, there were communication challenges 
when recently we had Peter Bretz present at the 
Board, and, at the initial Strategic Planning team 
meeting, Peter Gartman, who is a member.  So, if 
you have any novel thoughts on appropriate nick-
names for any of the Peters in our community, 
please feel free to share. 

Until next time, 

Peter C. 
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Board Notes: Two Meetings in May for the Board  
  At a special evaluation meeting in mid-May, 
church Board members reflected on their progress 
this year. Then at their regular May meeting, they 
looked ahead to next year. 
  Former church President Bob Beaney facilitated 
the evaluation meeting, at which members re-
viewed both successes and challenges, using infor-
mation from self-assessment surveys they had 
previously completed. 
  Accomplishments cited for the year included put-
ting into place policies and procedures for Policy 
Governance, initiating the strategic-planning 
process, and establishing the Fair Compensation 
process for staff. Members also discussed chal-
lenges that arose and how to address them going 
forward. Such challenges include communicating 
Board goals and initiatives more effectively and 
ensuring that the Board and committees operate 
optimally under Policy Governance. 
  At the regular meeting, the Board reviewed a 
draft statement presenting its unanimous recom-
mendation to support the Sunday Morning Expan-
sion Team’s proposal to add a second service. 
Board President Mark Bernstein presented the 
statement at the annual Congregational Meeting 
on May 23 as part of the overall discussion about 
adding a second service (see article on page 7). 
  Peter Cooke, the Board’s liaison to the Strategic 
Planning Team, reported that the group was off to 
a strong start, with plans to engage the congrega-
tion in a variety of activities starting in the new 
church year. Marylin Huff, who led a special com-
mittee to conduct a six-month review of Director 
of Religious Education Irene Friedrichs, said the 
process had been successfully completed. The 
Board also finalized the Executive Limitations pol-
icy for the Lead Minister, and reviewed the agenda 

for the Congregational Meeting.    
  Finally, the Board and Rev. Peter acknowledge 
and thank the following individuals for sharing 
their time, talent and treasures within the church 
community: 
�i  Joe Miller, for his two years of service as Lay 

Leadership Council chair. He exhibited exem-
plary leadership during the transition to Policy 
Governance. 

�i  Joe Miller again, as well as Penny Bartlett, for 
leading the effort on the May Interfaith Hospi-
tality Network. Also, thanks to all the volun-
teers who participated. 

�i  Bob Beaney, for facilitating the Board’s special 
annual evaluation meeting in May. 

�i  Jean Lenke, for coordinating a highly successful 
“mentor mixer” for the 2010-11 Coming of Age 
program. 

�i  John Jurceka and Barb Wray for attending re-
cent training in Binghamton, NY, for the Our 
Whole Lives sexuality curriculum for grades 
kindergarten-1st and 3d-4th. 

�i  Those who offered to serve as proofreaders of 
the Annual Report:  Marylin Huff, Natalie Sil-
ver, Walt Cressler, Neil Goldstein, Bette Austin, 
and Jane Seelaus. 

 

Jean Wallace  

For the Board 

Got Stuff? Fall Flea Market Is for You! 
  Lost in a sea of stuff?  Clean out the garages! Tidy 
up the attic!  Bring it all to our Annual Flea Mar-
ket, Saturday, Oct. 2, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
  Don’t miss this great opportunity to share all 
those unused treasures with interested buyers. 
   But we are going to need your help to make this 
a success.  If you have some ideas and  experience 
in flea markets, contact Kelli Schweitzer 
(schweitz11@yahoo.com) or Irene Friedrichs  
(iefriedrichs@gmail.com) or see us at church. 

  Fifty per cent of the proceeds will go to the 
NAACP Scholarship Fund and the remaining half 
to our general operating budget. 
   Let’s have some fun together on a beautiful fall 
day. 
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  One of the aims of the newly-formed Music Com-
mittee (Ann Seidman, Joyce McKee, Katy Lynn, 
Bob Beaney and Chris Schroth) is to act as a con-
duit between the musicians of the church and the 
congregation.  
  Feedback from Sunday to Sunday is always help-
ful, but to get a better overview of how the music is 
resonating with the church, the committee has put 
together a brief survey that can be filled out online 
at the UUCDC website www.uucdc.org. Hard copies 

of the survey are available at the church as well.  
  Take a moment to voice your opinion and help 
make next year's program even better.                                                                                        

 

Chris Schroth 

Music Director 

How Does Our Church Music?  Tell Us! 

Caring Committee 
  Time for updates on some of our friends. We will 
continue to keep them in our hearts as they con-
tinue to heal. 

  Alice Little is progressing nicely in her recovery 
from knee-replacement surgery.  However, she is 
still uncertain about how much energy she will have 
in the evening when she is planning an outing. 

  Arlene Sternfeld has returned to Media with her 
broken head, but not much of a headache.  She is 
looking forward to an October trip, which must 
mean that she intends to be completely healed by 
then.  

  Fred Kwapien has recovered from his bout with 
pneumonia and is ready to resume chemo.  

  Bill Vaughan and his wife are looking forward to a 
big family celebration of their golden wedding anni-
versary. However, Bill had a heart valve replaced at 
Lankenau on May 20 and the surgeons did a little 
bypass surgery at the same time.  Bill would appre-
ciate our caring and concern during his rehab.  
Cards are appropriate along with our very best 
wishes.  Let’s stand by for helping with rides and 
more once Bill returns home. 

  Ben Griffith and Lisa Sparling have had to take time 
out from contending with her lung cancer to see her 
through a hernia operation.  We wish them the very 
best. 

  Ed White was hospitalized with pneumonia and has 
returned to Crosslands for nursing care. At this time 
please refrain from calling, but send all the cards you 
wish.  They will be appreciated. 

  Dick Salomon is recovering well from hip replace-
ment and is in rehab as this is written. 

  Last but not least, congratulations and awe for Lisa 
Grieco.  Lisa completed her second marathon May 
16.  Lisa also did the amazing feat of doing this one 
an hour faster than the previous one when she was 
eleven years younger. Wow! 

  Lastly, we are asking you to call Lucille Mathis di-
rectly at 610-325-0547 if you need meals during the 
summertime due to illness or accident. This will en-
able Lucille to contact the volunteer meal provid-
ers immediately. 

 

 Susan Eidson 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Delaware County              

  The All-Church Barbecue and Potluck just after 
the service on June 13 will be a chance to share 
food and fellowship as we end the church year to-
gether. 
  Please bring food to share. The YUCKIs high 
school group will provide barbecued hamburgers 
and hot dogs (as well as veggie versions), but the 
balance of the meal is potluck.  
  As a suggestion: If your last name begins with A-E, 

bring a beverage; F-P, a side dish or salad; and R-Z, 
something for dessert. 
  We also need people to assist with setup and break 
down. Please contact Barb Wray 
(beaverwray@mac.com or 610-622-2390) or Craig 
Harris (toxiczombi@verizon.net or 610-543-0663) 
to help out.  

Bring Appetite and Edibles for BBQ/Potluck on June 13 
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Monthly Statement: Financial Update as of April  
  At the end of April, total income was 
$317,607, or $7,746 behind the year-to-
date budget. Total expenses were 
$305,503, which was $19,850 less than 
the budget.  The combined effect of the 
two components is a year-to-date surplus 
of $12,104. That compares to a net sur-
plus of nearly $30,000 at the equivalent 
time last year. 
  The current surplus reflects a significant 
contribution from Thespis, Etc. However, 
a shortfall in year-to-date pledge collec-
tions continues to increase and is now 
more than  $20,000 behind budget, com-
pared to $5,000 ahead of budget at this 
time last year. 
  With one month to go until the end of the finan-
cial year, it is important for us to have a good un-
derstanding of our ability to close this gap in the 
pledge receipts. Therefore, we will implement a 
campaign in June to contact all congregation 
members who have a remaining pledge balance for 
the 2009-10 fiscal year, which ends June 30. 
  The Annual Fund Drive for 2010-11 is now com-
plete and has produced a 1 per cent year-on-year 
increase in pledging. Many thanks to all of you for 
your commitment to funding the operation of the 
church, and many thanks to the Fund Drive team 

members for their dedication. 
  The details of the proposed budget for 2010-11 
were presented at the May 23 Congregational 
Meeting, and they included a deficit that will need 
to be funded. The Stewardship Ministry Team will 
lead a project to evaluate the options for funding 
any deficit (see article on page 7). 
  P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  P e t e r  C o o k e  a t 
cookelp@comcast.net with any questions, com-
ments or suggestions.  

 

 Peter Cooke 
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Summer Office Hours 

   UUCDC staff is scattering for  a while this summer.  Almost everyone is off for the month 
of July.  We'll be back in varying ways and hours during August.  Phone and e-mail will be 
good ways to get in touch during that month.  
  The administrative assistant, Chrissy Drummond, will keep the office afloat in July in 
Rina Jurceka's absence.  Call the office, 610-566-4853 x4, to leave a message for her if you 
need help.  You can also reach her by e-mail: assistant @uucdc.org.  
  In case of emergency, please contact a Board member.  He or she will have the necessary 
contact information for staff during the summer.  
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Congregation Elects 4 Trustees and Approves a Deficit Budget  
  At the May 23 Annual Meeting, the congregation 
took several important votes and heard several im-
portant reports.  
  Elected to three-year Board of Trustees terms 
were Bonnie Burns and Thebora (Tabby) Parsons. 
Carol Seeley and Bette Austin were chosen for one-
year terms.  
  The congregation approved the 2010-11 budget, 
which includes a deficit of $25,483. The Board has  
charged Rev. Peter with developing by Aug. 15 a 
plan for funding the deficit. Also, the Board has 
asked Rev. Peter to develop a plan for balancing the 
budget within the next five years. He has delegated 
both tasks to the Stewardship Ministry Team. 
  Pete Bretz told the meeting that the Sunday Morn-
ing Expansion Team recognized significant chal-
lenges, including some lack of congregational sup-
port, to the plan for a second Sunday service. He 
said that the team’s “flexible goal” was to start a 
second service in January 2011, assuming that 
church members vote to approve the plan. Pete and 
Rev. Peter emphasized the need for broader con-
gregational participation to help carry out the plan 
and to help decide how to pay for it. 
 Outgoing Board President Mark Bernstein pre-
sented a Board statement strongly supporting two 
services. In part, the statement said that the matter 
is part of “a larger issue concerning the future 
growth, health and vitality of our congregation and 
the spreading of our Unitarian Universalist faith. …  
  “Change is difficult and we all need the opportu-
nity to talk about how it will impact on us both in-
dividually and collectively.  Therefore, the Board of 
Trustees has called on Rev. Peter and members of 
the Sunday Morning Expansion Team to continue 
their discussions with you regarding the move to 
two services and all that it entails. 

  “At the same time, Rev. Peter and the Lay Leader-
ship Council will continue to explore short term so-
lutions to deal with parking, Religious Education 
classroom capacity, and accommodation of visitors 
to our church. As we look ahead, we believe also that 
the issues of volunteerism and personal responsibil-
ity at UUCDC should be a topic of extensive discus-
s i o n  a n d  e x p l o r a t i o n . ” 
  Due to the lack of a 25 per cent quorum, the atten-
dees were unable to vote on the proposal to extend 
the by-laws revision process, which is part of the im-
plementation of the Policy Governance system. 
Mark said the Board would decide how to proceed 
concerning the by-laws and PG plans. 
  Elected to the Nominating Committee were Kate 
Ramos (Chair), Dennis Leeper and Penny Bartlett. 
The congregation thanked Penny and Don Pound for 
their service on the committee.  
  The congregation also thanked Mark plus the other 
outgoing Board members, Donna Harris and Julie 
Chuplis, for their service. 
  Don Pound was elected Chair of the Lay Leadership 
Council, succeeding Joe Miller, whom the congrega-
tion thanked for his service. 
   The congregation acknowledged the church’s dele-
gates and visitors to the Unitarian Universalist Asso-
ciation’s General Assembly in June. It also voted to 
instruct the delegates to vote their consciences at GA 
on proposed amendments to by-laws concerning the 
offices of the association President and Moderator.  
  The delegates are Rev. Peter, Julie Chuplis, Peter 
Cooke, Rina Jurceka, Jody Malloy and Joyce McKee. 
Also attending will be Mark Bernstein and Barb 
Wray. 

Neil Goldstein 

Next FOCUS Deadline Is Aug. 23 
  This is the final FOCUS of the church year. Look 
for the next issue in early September. 
  Speaking of that issue, the deadline for articles is 
5 p.m. Monday, Aug. 23. As always, please send 
articles to focus@uucdc.org or put hard copy in 
administrator Rina Jurceka's mail slot in the 
church office.  
  NOTE: When the time comes around, if you 

cannot meet the deadline, immediately inform co-
editors Bette Austin and Neil Goldstein at  
focus@uucdc.org. Doing that will give you a better 
chance of having your article included, depending 
on the subject and time of submission. However, 
Bette and Neil cannot guarantee that any late 
articles will be printed.  
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Lifespan Religious Education 
It’s Appreciation Season                                                Irene Friedrichs, 

Director of Religious Education 
  It has truly been a busy year! Now it’s time for 
lots of thank-yous. 
  Thanks to the Religious Education Council 
members for their constant support. Thanks also 
to the volunteers who help me each Sunday to 
assemble chapel (Janet Boosz, Lisa Gelman, 
Tabby Parsons and Lyn George) and to all the 
teachers in our Religious Education program.  
  Additionally, thanks to the youth leaders for 
meeting with our students each week and helping 
guide them in their development.  Another big 
thank-you to Jean Lenke for planning next year’s 
Coming of Age group, which is well underway. 
Don Keckler and Barb Wray, whom we haven’t 
seen a lot this year, have been busy each week at 
Main Line Unitarian Church, co-teaching the 
eighth-grade Our Whole Lives class with Main 
Line leaders. Marge Caton has been so helpful in 
coordinating many youth activities, and has lost 
lots of hours of sleep to conferences and 
sleepovers! 
  You all help make each week so very special for 
our youth and children. 
  Loretta Orndorff has been a great beacon for our 
adult program this year. To the many teachers 
who so enriched our lives through their adult 
classes, thank you. I also welcome Mark 
Bernstein, who has already started to shape the 
future of what we now call Adult Faith 
Development.    
  On a recent Sunday after a fire drill, I saw the 
third and fourth graders playing with the paper-
bag puppets that they had made in class to 

accompany their Bible story. Behind me, 
preschoolers were eager to get back into the 
building to finish their projects. It is wonderful to 
see kids excited about coming to church each 
Sunday and participating in chapel, classes, 
multigenerational services and all-grades activities. 
We have our volunteers to thank for this!   
  Finally, thanks to: former RE Coordinator Tabby 
Parsons for leaving the program in such good 
shape; to Rev. Peter for his patience in answering 
my never-ending list of questions; to Church 
Administrator Rina Jurceka, who displayed a good 
sense of humor about the many database questions 
that I asked; and to Administrative Assistant 
Chrissy Drummond, who never hesitates to take on 
a new job and run with it! 
  Have a great summer, everyone. I look forward to 
seeing you all in Religious Education next year! 

 
Adult Faith Development. A group of 
passionate and creative members came together on 
May 18 to begin a visioning process for the new 
Adult Faith Development Project, which will launch 
in the fall.  
  We shared our hopes and dreams for this series, 
discussed the meaning of faith development at our 
church, and began to imagine the content and 
structure of the project. As it takes shape, we will 
share the information with you, hoping to get you 
as excited as we are about introducing this series to 
congregational life. 

Irene 

Make Plans Now for the Auction on Nov. 13 

  Please start thinking now about what you might like to contribute to the annual church auc-
tion, scheduled for Nov. 13. Also, now is a good time to enlist your friends to attend.  

  If you have suggestions or questions, contact Penny Bartlett at 610-543-5017 or pen-
nyb@comcast.net. 
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  As a scintillating finale to its season, the Media 
Chamber Chorale will present Fauré’s Requiem 
June 5 and 6.   
  The Saturday, June 5, concert at 7:30 p.m. will be 
held at St. Francis in the Fields Episcopal Church, 
689 Sugartown Road, Malvern, and the Sunday, 
June 6, performance, 4 p. m. at Reformation Lu-
theran Church, just across the street from our 
church at 102 W. Rose Tree Road. 
  Brass and harp will accompany Fauré’s Requiem.  
Other compositions on the program will be Fitz-

martin’s Prayer for the Planet , selections from the 
musical, Les Miserables, and other musical favor-
ites. 
  Refreshments will be served after each perform-
ance.     
  Cost of advance tickets are: adults, $12; seniors, 
$10, and students, $8. Tickets at the door are: 
adults, $15, seniors, $12, and students, $10. To 
purchase advance tickets contact Louise Bickford, 
610-446-2011.  Tickets also will be sold after Sun-
day services.    

Media Chamber Chorale Ends Season with Fauré 

Arts, Books & Music 

  For June, the Book Club is reading Dark Tide: 
The Great Boston Molasses Flood of 1919.  If you 
read our article in the May FOCUS, you might be a 
little confused, because we were supposed to have 
read this book for our May discussion. As it turns 
out, the club did a switcheroo and read another 
book -- People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks. 
  Brooks is the well-known author of such modern 
classics as March, Year of Wonder, and Nine Parts 
of Desire.  People of the Book is a novel about the 
Sarajevo Haggadah, a richly illustrated Jewish 
manuscript that details the Passover Seder. The 
Haggadah is believed to date from 1350 in Barce-
lona and to have miraculously lasted through many 
wars and centuries of movement around Europe. 

  Brooks makes its history vivid in this fictionalized 
account of how the precious text survived. 
  You are invited to our discussion on Friday, June 
25, at 7:30 p.m. in the Lounge. At this meeting we 
also will choose our reading list for the six months 
beginning in August.  You can join us to talk about 
one, some or all of our books at this or any meet-
ing.  
  In July we will discuss The Glass Room by Simon 
Mawer.  Check the bulletin board in Fellowship 
Hall for our reading list.  For more information, 
contact Bryan Boosz or Peter Cooke. 

Book Club Schedules ‘Dark Tide’ Again 

A Heartfelt Thanks 

The youth (now young adults) who are moving on from 
YUCKIs would like to thank all of those were involved in 
making the gorgeous quilts.  They truly appreciate the 
loving hands that made this possible and will cherish 
these symbols of UUCDC’s love and caring. 
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  The Unitarian Universalist Association’s Board of 
Trustees has added a “Business Resolution on 
Phoenix GA 2012” to the agenda for the General 
Assembly 2010, June 23-27 in Minneapolis. 
  The Board will ask delegates to approve with-
drawing from contracts for 2012 GA in Phoenix in 
protest over the recent passage in Arizona of Sen-
ate Bill SB1070, the most extreme anti-immigrant 
legislation passed in the U.S. The change to GA’s 
contract could cost the UUA $615,000. 
  Rev. Peter Morales, UUA president, was among a 
dozen Arizona ministers and leaders of faith 
quoted in the publication “Faith in Public Life.” 
  President Morales said:     “Arizona’s Senate Bill 
1070 undermines everything our nation stands 

for.  Under the provision of this law, members of 
my own extended family could be targeted and 
detained, even though we have been American 
citizens for generations.  Thousands of peaceful, 
law-abiding residents will be subject to the most 
invasive and discriminatory abuses of state power. 
    Everything I hold sacred as an American and as 
a person of faith is repulsed by this legislation.  
We cannot stand by while those charged to protect 
us, instead, subject us to racial profiling, unwar-
ranted searches and unjust arrests.  We must not 
let fear and ignorance cause our neighbors to be 
treated as lesser beings.  We must not allow Sen-
ate Bill 1070 to violate our national Constitution 
or America’s moral conscience.”   

Recent News on Upcoming GA 

Social Justice 

  The first thing that we would like to do is thank 
Michele and Mark Yerger for their stewardship of 
the UUCDC Hunger Task Force over the last few 
years.  The effort they put in was Herculean and it 
will take six to eight people to do the amount of 
work they did every month.  Thank you so much 
Michele and Mark! 
  The UUCDC Hunger Task Force sign–up sheet for 
the feeding program in Upper Darby is now posted 
in the lobby. We prepare and serve a dinner at the 
Life Center at 6310 Market St, Upper Darby on the 
second Saturday of each month.  
  We need eight people to serve every month and 
are also hoping that we will have a solid group of 
"lead" people who will be trained to take a some-
what larger role in the evening process. 
  We arrive around 6 p.m., serve dinner at 7 and are 
done about 8:15. There is very limited parking there 
so we have to carpool and ask everyone who is 
signed up for the evening to plan accordingly. The 
kitchen is fairly small so we are requesting that only 
one name be put on each line on the sign-up sheet. 
There are a couple of lines for "on-call" people. If 
you are willing to get a last-minute call to come 
down and help serve, please put your name on 
those lines. 

   There also is opportunity for you to be involved 
in a monthly shopping trip for supplies, or a pea-
nut butter and jelly sandwich prep session earlier 
on the day of service (which can be done at church 
or home); the preparation of either homemade 
spaghetti meat sauce (September – April), tuna 
macaroni salad (May – August), or tossed salad 
(all year). Church members donate fruit, pasta, 
paper goods and a multitude of other items that 
we need every month. If you are willing to get in-
volved with any of this, please contact Sally 
Greenberg at 610-565-7096 or stu-
berg2@comcast.net. 
  If you have any questions about serving at the 
facility, contact Penny Bartlett at 610-389-4343 
(cell), 610-543-5017 (home) or pen-
nyb@comcast.net. 
In this economy there are many people who need 
our help and this is a great opportunity to live out 
your UU values. You also will have an opportunity 
to meet other church members. Please consider 
getting involved! 

Penny Bartlett 

UUCDC Hunger Task Force 
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  Most congregation members know that several 
people joined the church recently, but may not 
know much about the newly minted members. So 
the FOCUS recently asked new congregants to tell 
us a little about themselves and their families. 
Here’s what they told us. 

 

 Joellen and Justin Corrocher 
 Who is in your immediate family?  Justin and 
Joellen Corrocher (pronounced Ka-row-sure).   
 What do you do for a living? Joellen is a social 
worker in a public elementary school in Philadel-
phia and Justin is a program coordinator and 
therapist for a home-based family therapy pro-
gram. 
 What do you like to do for fun? Go to the movies, 
spend time with friends, dance. ... 
 Why did you decide to join the church?  We were 
looking for a community to be a part of that shared 
similar values and emphasized relationships, love 
and compassion, and social justice.  
 What do you look forward to doing here? Joellen 
is already loving her small group, and Justin is 
signed up for activities like the drumming circle. 
We’re both looking forward to the Principled Com-
mitment workshop when it happens again. We’re 
also both excited about getting to know the com-
munity and sharing in life’s developments. 

 

Kristin Gustafson  
and Mary Kay Tuohy-Gustafson 
 Family: Mary Kay and wife Kristin, along with our 
two boys, Andrei, age 6, and Aleksei, 3. The boys 
insist we include our dog, Olaf, and cats Boo-Boo 
and Red. 
 Work: Mary Kay is a social worker, having worked 
mostly as a non-profit executive and adjunct at 
various schools of social work. We moved here for 
Kristin’s work earlier this year, and Mary Kay has 
settled into a new pace as a part-time child and 
adolescent therapist for Crozer and full-time 
mom. Kristin is an academic physician sub-
specializing in Spinal Cord Injury Medicine, which 
seriously limits the number of places we can 
live.  We feel really lucky to have landed here as 
Kristin starts up a Spinal Cord Rehabilita-

tion program at Penn. 
 Fun: Kristin’s stock answer is that she is still 
searching for Schrodinger’s cat -- a nod to 
the quantum-theory fans and warning for the rest 
of us.  She’s a sci-fi geek and loves gadgets, video 
games and all things techie and/or Trekkie. Mary 
Kay’s guilty pleasures include Bill Maher, arguing 
politics with people with whom she mostly agrees, 
and, in spite of herself has become an avid Face-
booker.  We spend the majority of our time de-
lighting in our boys, who will likely tell you that 
Provincetown, MA, is their favorite place on Earth. 
 Joining the church:  We moved to Swarthmore 
this year but had been members of First Church in 
Jamaica Plain, Boston, while we were in Massa-
chusetts. We found UU over 15 years ago because, 
well, where else can the daughter of a nun and a 
priest and her Buddhist partner worship to-
gether?  UUCDC it is. 
 Doing at church:  More than anything, we look 
forward to getting to know the community and 
raising our children in a spiritual home. Beyond 
that, Mary Kay’s involvement is limited to what she 
can bring the boys along for (so she has signed up 
to teach Religious Education), or can be done from 
home to the backdrop of screaming children 
(happy sounds, of course), and simply helping 
Kristin to show up when she’s not working or on-
call (rare). 

 

 Michael Kline and Susan Rubinstein 
 Family: Michael Kline; Susan Rubinstein; Ethan 
Kline, age 9; Noah Kline, 3. 
 Work: Michael teaches English and American 
Studies at The Shipley School (since 1999); Susan 
works as a consultant in the public health field. 
 Fun: We enjoy outdoor activities like bicycling 
and hiking, and we enjoy watching baseball, from 
Little League to the Phillies. We also enjoy reading, 
traveling and spending time with family, friends 
and neighbors. 
 Joining the church: We began attending the 
church so that our children would have the chance 
to learn about a variety of religious traditions, and 
we decided to join the church because we were im-
pressed with the openness of the congregation and 

(Continued on page 12) 

Introducing Some of Our New Members 
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  Our in-house mosaic artist, Claire Brill, has de-
signed and executed a wonderful mosaic entrance 
to the Rose Tree Day School. 
  In celebration of her daughter Bea’s graduation 
from RTDS’ kindergarten program, Claire designed 
the mosaic and involved the students and staff in its 
creation. Each kindergarten student and staff mem-
ber started with a large plate full of “marbles,” 
which they arranged to their liking. Each pre-
schooler also had a smaller plateful that they added 
to the design. 

  Claire installed the mosaic pieces, including   
some tiles and mirror pieces, May 16.The entire  
lower entrance to the Day School was transformed 
into something quite magical. Claire’s gift to the 
school was not only very generous, but is also 
something that will be appreciated by generations 
of children.  As an additional gift, the RTDS Board 
paid for the materials to show its appreciation to 
the school for a wonderfully successful year. 

New Mosaic Walls for Rose Tree Day School 

  The church’s Rose Tree Day School is ready for 
summer, the leaders having planned 10 weekly  
special themes -- camping, American history, the 
beach, the oceans, insects, fairy tales, the circus, 
games and sports, and life in the Old West. Educa-
tional activities and games will reflect each week’s 
topic.  

  Looking back at recent activities: 
  The kindergarten celebrated its 100th day of the 
school year with many activities that illustrated 
just how many 100 is. For example, they made 
vests with 100 of their favorite things on them. 
They also followed a trail of 100 chocolate kisses, 
and had a snack of 100 different (small) things. 
  In February the children followed the 2010 Van-
couver Olympics with hilarious sporting events of 
their own, and even had a closing ceremony in 
which everyone was a winner.  
  In other exciting news, the County Office of Ser-

vices for the Aging approved the “adoption” of a 
foster Granny for the school. Miss Peggy volun-
teers 15 to 20 hours a week, interacting with the 
students one-to-one, and is very much welcome.  
  The school is ordering a shed to replace the one 
in the playground that is in serious disrepair. If 
anyone is old enough to remember what-all is in 
the containers that the church has stored inside it, 
please let me know! The playground is scheduled 
for a full inspection as part of compliance issues 
and may be in line for a grant next year. 
  You are welcome to stop by the school to say 
hello, and to see how Unitarian Universalism’s 
Seven Principles are being put into practice! 

 

Cheryl Schlenker 

Rose Tree Day School Board President 

Summertime Themes for the Day School  

the strong sense of community that seems to be a 
defining part of church life. 
 Doing at church: We look forward to participating 
in Small Group Ministry and future social events. 
Michael still regrets the fact that we missed the 
homebrew, chili and chocolate night (we first came 
to church the day after that event); maybe next 
year! 
 

 Tom Pickard 
 Family: Myself, my wife, Denise, and my three 
sons, Damon (42), Eli (35) and John (20). 
 Work:  I am semi-retired and work with small chil-

(New Members continued from page 11) dren in preschools doing a music enrichment pro-
gram. I also do children’s parties and events, large 
and small. I have been contacted by the Philly Zoo 
for a program in June.   
 Fun:  Play sudoku, ride my scooter, walk, camp, sit 
on the beach and look at the ocean, play cards with 
my wife, listen to jazz. 
 Joining the church: To find a community of like-
minded people and to find ways to be of service to 
the community. 
 Doing at church: Becoming more involved in the 
life of the church and finding ways to be of ser-
vice.  Making new friends and sharing my talents 
with the church.  
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  The Eliot and Pickett Houses, the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association’s (UUA) bed and breakfast in 
the heart of Boston, is offering a 25 per cent dis-
count off existing competitive rates.  The discounts 
apply to all new reservations made for a minimum, 
three-day stay between May 17 and September 15.   
  Located at the top of historic Beacon Hill and  just 
steps from the Boston Common, the two houses, 
typical of 1830’s architecture,  include 20 guests 
rooms, 18 with private baths and two with shared 
baths, air-conditioning, and double or queen-sized 
beds.  

  The kitchens are fully stocked for complimentary, 
self-serve breakfasts and are  available for prepar-
ing other meals.  There is also a roof deck, piano, 
and a den for reading and watching television.  
There is no guest parking, but recommended is the 
nearby Boston Common garage.      
  The houses are open only to members of Unitar-
ian Universalist congregations. 
  The address is 6 Mt. Vernon Place, Boston, MA. 
For rates and availability,  telephone, 617-948-
4679 or email e&p@uua.org. 

News From the UUA & UUSC 
If You’re Heading to Boston this Summer… 

   The Unitarian Universalist Association Admini-
stration invites churches to send it high-quality, 
high-resolution photos of congregational activities.  
This might include photos of congregations at wor-
ship, engaging in social action, on group trips, do-
ing renovations and much more.   Send images via 
email to uupix@uua.org. 

  Note to our church’s photographers who attended 
the May 9 service:  There just might be a photo-
graphic cornucopia of adorable children being wel-
comed and named by Rev. Peter.   

 [By the way, sending those photos to the church 
office would be nice too.] 

UUA Seeks Photos of Our Churches in Action  

  The Unitarian Universalist Service Committee will 
offer two opportunities for experiential learning 
this summer. 
  The first is “Building Justice,” a JustWorks Camp, 
June 12-18, in Minneapolis, MN.  Campers will help 
renovate a home for a Minneapolis family, then 
have the option of moving on to General Assembly. 
  The second is Freedom Summer, a JustJourneys  
event, offering a chance to walk in the footsteps of 

civil rights activists, July 10-17 in Alabama and 
Georgia. 
  The cost for both intergenerational events is $800 
per person. It  includes lodging, local transporta-
tion and meals.     
  For more information: email: www.uusc.org/
learnbydoing; telephone: 617-868-3300. 

Learn by Doing/Seeing at a Summer Camp and Journey 

  The Joseph Priestley District's Envoy Social Jus-
tice Training will be held June 5, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the River Road Congregation, 6301 River Road, 
Bethesda, MD. 
   Sponsored by the Unitarian Universalist-United 
Nations Office, the session  will explore UU-UNO's 
program initiatives, such as United Nations Sun-
day, LGBT human rights, climate change, United 
Nations religious education, women, security and 
peace, and many more.  

  Cost is $30 and includes breakfast, lunch and ma-
terials. 
  If interested, contact the UN-UNO Envoy coordi-
nator on receiving FOCUS. Deadline for registra-
tion is May 28, but there may still be openings.    
  UN-UNO coordinator: Holly Sarkissian: holly@uu
-uno.org,  212-986-5165.  

Envoy Social Justice Training Offered in June  
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Focus 
June 2010 

Summer ‘Spiritual Cinema Series’ 
 

   On three Sundays this summer, Rev. Peter will offer “sermons in dialog” with the 
congregation, based on recent films that he’s seen. You are invited to rent these 
movies, reflect on their meaning and content, and then bring your thoughts to 
share in the service. 

  Rev. Peter will offer his own thoughts, and he will welcome you to engage in a con-
versation with him about the movie. Here is the schedule for the “Spiritual Cinema 
Series”: 

July 11:  Yes Man with Jim Carrey 

Aug. 8:  The Invention of Lying  with Ricky Gervais 

Aug. 15:  Where the Wild Things Are , based on the book by Maurice Sendak 

  You are, of course, invited to attend the services even if you haven’t seen the films. 
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Calendar   

Date Event  Time 
6/1 Minister Meeting 10:00 AM 
 Yoga 5:45 PM 
 Strategic Planning Team 7:30 PM 
 
6/2 Media Chamber Chorale 7:30 PM 
 
6/3 Small Group Ministry 1:00 PM 
 Church Chorus 7:00 PM 
 
6/6 Rental 8:00 AM 
 Worship Service and  
 Religious Education 10:30 AM 
 Personnel Committee 12:00 PM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 Recital 6:00 PM 
 
6/7 Calendaring Event 7:00 PM 
 Martial Arts 7:00 PM 
 
6/8 Minister Meeting 10:00 AM 
 Yoga 5:45 PM 
 Depression and Bipolar  
 Support Alliance 7:00 PM 
 Parents and Friends of  
 Lesbian and Gays (PFLAG) 7:00 PM 
 Small Group Ministry 7:30 PM 
 
6/9 Media Chamber Chorale 7:30 PM 
 
6/10 Church Chorus 7:00 PM 
 Small Group Ministry 7:00 PM 
 
6/11 Rose Tree Day School Pre-school  
 Graduation 12:00 PM 
 
6/13 Church Chorus 9:00 AM 
 Multi-Generational Worship  
 Service 10:30 AM 
 Church BBQ 12:00 PM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 Pastoral Care Team 6:30 PM 
 

6/14 Martial Arts 7:00 PM 

6/15 Minister Meeting 10:00 AM 
 Celtic Reconstructionist 6:00 PM 
 
6/17 Small Group Ministry 1:00 PM 
 Rose Tree Day School  
 Kindergarten Graduation 7:00 PM 
 
6/18 MLUC Board Retreat 5:00 PM 
 
6/19 MLUC Board Retreat 8:00 AM 
 
6/20 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 
6/21 Martial Arts 7:00 PM 
 Rose Tree Day School Board 7:15 PM 
 Rose Tree Day School Summer Camp  
 
6/22 Depression and Bipolar  
 Support Alliance 7:00 PM 
 
6/25 UUCDC Book Club 7:30 PM 
 
6/27 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Small Group Ministry 12:00 PM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
6/28 Martial Arts 7:00 PM 
 Lay Leadership Meeting 7:15 PM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
6/29 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
6/30 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/1 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/2 Rose Tree Day School  
 Bike Parade 10:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  

Summer 2010*  
June, July & August 

*Printed May 25, 2010 
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June, July & August 2010 
7/3 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/4 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 Rose Tree Day School Closed  
 
7/5 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/6 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/7 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/8 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/9 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/10 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/11 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/12 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/13 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/14 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/15 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/16 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/17 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
 
7/18 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/19 Rose Tree Day School Board 7:15 PM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/20 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Celtic Reconstructionist 6:00 PM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/21 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/22 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/23 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  

7/24 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/25 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/26 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/27 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/28 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 Fellowship Hall closed - repairs  
 
7/30 UUCDC Book Club 7:30 PM 
 
7/31 Memorial Garden Work Party 9:00 AM 
 
8/1 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 
8/3 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 
8/4 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 
8/7 Rental wedding 2:00 PM 
 
8/8 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 
8/10 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 
8/11 Summer Music Lesson Rental 9:00 AM 
 
8/15 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 
8/16 Rose Tree Day School Board 7:15 PM 
 
8/17 Celtic Reconstructionist 6:00 PM 
 
8/22 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 
8/27 Rose Tree Day School  End of  
 Summer Picnic 10:00 AM 
 UUCDC Book Club 7:30 PM 
 
8/28 Memorial Garden Work Party 9:00 AM 
 
8/29 Worship Service 10:00 AM 
 Independent Catholics 6:00 PM 
 
8/30 Rose Tree Day School Closed for cleaning  
 
8/31 Rose Tree Day School Closed for cleaning  


